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ECONOMICS, ETHICS, ECOLOGY: ROOTS OF
PRODUCTIVE CONSERVATION
WALTER E. JESKE, Ed.
Ankeny, Iowa: Soil Conservation Society of America, 1981, 454 pp., $10.00
The papers and roundtable discussions reported in Economics, Ethics,
Ecology were heard at the 35th annual meeting of the Soil Conservation
Society of America, which was held in August, 1980. The book contains
47 readings divided into 11 categories. The papers range widely over the
recent issues in soil conservation but have a particular emphasis on the
changes in federal policies made during the seventies. The quality of the
papers varies from one abominably simplistic diatribe through many good
reports to a few papers of special merit. Particularly good contributions
include Garth Youngberg's "Organic Farming: Opportunities and Obstacles," and Richard W. Dunford's "Farmland Retention: Efficiency versus
Equity."
Because of the conference format and limited number of papers bearing
on specific issues, Economics, Ethics, Ecology does not serve as a handbook of soil conservation practices or policy. However, the overall impact
of the conference report bears heavily on the issue of the adequacy of
the agricultural land-base for America's future. The sense of the conference was that the land-base will be adequate. The detail presented in
many of the papers lends credence to that conclusion.
Economics, Ethics, Ecology would serve as a good commencement to
a reader interested in learning about the technical issues of modem soil
conservation. The book would also serve as good background reading
for agricultural policymakers. In short, for those with an interest in conservation, the book is well worth the effort to read.
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